LEO PARK:
SOMMAREN AR KORT / SUMMER IS SWIFT

Gallery Steinsland Berliner is very pleased to pre-
sent Swedish painter Leo Park's first solo exhibi-
tion at the gallery. Sommaren dr kort / Summer Is
Swift comprises a series of playful, multifac-

eted paintings that lead the way into a captivating
artistry.

Leo Park sources motifs and stylistic influence
from art history and fuses them with pop cultural
references to form a figurative style of painting
that is undoubtedly contemporary yet relatable in
its connection to artistic traditions. His visual
world is inhabited by well-known myths and
tropes in which themes such as desire, creation
and death are explored. Park is guided by a
yearning for the universal in art. A timelessness
and boundlessness where the painting’s essence
can be interpreted freely and by many.

Park ponders how future generations will inter-
pret images created today as the instant image
sharing that internet facilitates diminishes the
importance of art historically important markers
such as the time period and place of origin of an
image or movement. By integrating time specific
markers (an iPhone of a certain model) with well-
known ideas and formulas relating to art history,

Park is in a way reaching across time to paint in
the now.

In Sommaren dr kort / Summer Is Swift, Park
brings us to the beach. The beach is crowded with
distorted bodies in impossible positions and cov-
ered in mysterious tattoos (perhaps a nod to
Park's foundational interest in drawing). They are
frolicking in a manner joyful enough to border on
vulgar. This opulence is further enhanced

by melting ice cream cones present throughout
the paintings. The cones reference the mythologi-
cal cornucopia, or "the horn of plenty”, a hollow
horn filled with tokens of abundance and fertility
such as fruit and flowers which has been a recur-
ring symbol throughout history in art and myth.

Leo Park (b. 1980) works and lives in Stockholm.
He holds an MFA from Konstfack College of Arts,
Craft and Design. He has taken place in several
shows as both artist and curator as well as com-
pleted public decorations in Sweden and abroad.
His latest showing was at X:et Erixons Museum in
position as grant recipient from the Swedish
Royal Academy of Arts.
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Gallery Steinsland Berliner ir mycket glada att fa
presentera Leo Parks forsta soloutstillning hos
galleriet. Sommaren dr kort / Summer Is Swift
bestar av en grupp lekfulla och mangfacetterade
malningar som leder betraktaren in i ett span-
nande konstnarskap.

Leo Park samlar motiv och formsprak som kinns
igen fran konsthistorien och férenar dem med
popkulturella referenser for att skapa ett figura-
tivt maleri som kinns talande f6r var tid och sam-
tidigt allméingiltigt tack vare sin tydliga ankny-
tning till konstnarliga traditioner. Bildvarlden be-
folkas av vilkinda myter och troper dir teman
sasom begir, skapelse och déd utforskas. Park
vigleds av en stravan efter den universella
konsten. En tidléshet och grinsloshet som
mojliggor att bilderna kan tolkas fritt av manga.

Park undrar hur framtida generationer kommer
att tolka de bilder som skapas nu dia den omedel-
bara bildspridning som internet mojliggor
innebar att konsthistoriskt viktiga markorer
sasom ursprungsplats och tidpunkt 4r mindre
tydliga. Genom att blanda tidstypiska markorer
(en iPhone av en specifik modell) med vilkinda
konsthistoriska idéer striacker sig Park pa ett sitt
bade framat och bakat i tiden for att skapa ett
maleri i detta nu.

I Sommaren dr kort / Summer Is Swift tar Park oss
till en strand dér férvringda kroppar i omojliga
formationer haller till. Figurerna ticks av tat-
ueringar som agerar ledtrad om Parks fundamen-
tala intresse for teckning. Stimningen pa
stranden verkar uppsluppen, nistan sa att den
blir vulgir. Denna dekadens forstirks ytterligare
genom aterkommande glasstrutar som smaélter i
virmen. Strutarna refererar ymnighetshorn, en
mytisk symbol dir horn stoppade med exempel-
vis frukt och blommor far representera 6verflod,
fertilitet och rikedom. Bilden av ett
ymnighetshorn och de myter som férknippas
med den ir ett ofta aterkommande grepp inom
berittelser och konsthistoria. Parks bruk av sym-
bolen i Sommaren dr kort / Summer Is Swift blir ett
sitt att haka i denna i denna tradition och pa sa
sétt placera bilden i ett for manga begripligt nar-
rativ.

Leo Park (f. 1980) bor och verkar i Stockholm.
Han har en Master i fri konst fran Konstfack och
har medverkat i flertalet utstillningar, bade som
konstnir och curator. Senast visades hans konst
pa X:et Erixons Museum som stipendiat fran
Kungliga Konsthdgskolan.



